Newsletter n'3
Blennale
mearnethOYage

over the

- |
ar artists from a
- welcomes every ye€
La Biennale world

This year, people come from Africa, Australia, England, Canada, Germany, ltalia,
Palestine, Switzerland etc. In order to know them better before they come to Clermont-
Ferrand it is high time to interview a few of them!

Here we go...

Where were you borm?sunny Port Talbot, an industrial town, in Wales.
Where do you livefhow live in the Peak District, which is in the North of England.
What is your job? work a part time job in a shop. And part time as an illustrator.

Favorite place to draw?
The armchair in my living room, listening to the television or music.

Favorite place to go on holidays?

| can’t say | have one favourite place. | like to go to different places.

| love Canada, and Scotland, and France! | really loved Lyon, especially for the food.
Barcelona is one of my favourite cities, and there is a tiny place in Wales called Port Mierion
which is one of the most special places | have ever visited.

Last book read?

| re-read my favourite book again ‘A Prayer for Owen Meany’ by John Irving. | love his work,
and | have a fascination with that part of North America (Maine, New Hampshire) that he wri-
tes about. That is where | would like to go on holiday next.

At age 16, you wanted to be :
| had no idea. | think | have always known, unconsciously, that | wanted to be an illustrator,
but | just forgot.

Whose diary would you most like to read ?
| wouldn't like to read anybody’s diary. A diary is too private.

Whose notebook would you most like to read ?
Hmmm, probably the notebooks of the song writers | love so much; Paul Weller and Neil
Young. I'd like to look in Peter Blake’s too.



Why did you start a blog: http://andreajoseph24.blogspot.con?

_ Y

Eciand

| found a couple of drawing blogs,
on the internet, that were really
inspirational. Then | found a whole
online drawing community. | started
my blog without thinking too much
about it. It was the best thing, be-
\ cause | started drawing everyday.

What can we find on your blog?

Drawing, thoughts, obsessions. | update regularly. | post new drawings every few days. | show
the work from my many sketchbooks. And, | am currently working on a children’s book, so |
show the progression of this. My work | highly detailed, nostalgic and humorous.

Why did XOU apply for being invited to la Biennale? How did you know la
Biennale”
Two of my friends exhibited at la Biennale last year. They suggested | try.

What will you exhibit in la Biennale ?

One Moleskine sketchbook which has a travel theme. Another little sketchbook that is filled with
ballpoint pen drawings. | love drawing with ballpoint, it is one of my favourite tools. And, mayke,
a Moleskine that is filled with drawings in Sepia ink. Plus, a couple of prints.

Do you know the city of Clermont-Ferrand or a French city ? Have you ever beer
in France (where)?

| do not know Clermont-Ferrand. | have never been before. | know where it is because | looked

at the map! | have been to France many times. | have been to Paris a few times, also | have
visited Rouen, Tours, Amboise, Lyon, Annecy, Bayeux (guess why | went there?), Biarritz,
amongst others.

What can you say in French?
I’'m embarrassed to say, not very much at all. Hello, Goodbye — it’s a start!

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or French people?
| think that some British people have many prejudices about the French. I'm not one of those
people.

A few words to conclude (what’s going on in your head right now !):
Why am | still on the internet? | have so much drawing to do!!!



Where were you born ?I was born in Corufia. It is a beautiful city in the north of Spain
where the sea is never far away.

Where do you live? At the moment, in Madrid.
What is your job? | am a caricaturist, a “graphic humorist” and an illustrator.

Favorite place to draw? Everywhere is a good place to draw: a flat roof close to the
beach under the sunset, in a nice lunchroom with sweet music.

Favorite place to go on holidays? Each time | go on holidays | try to go to different
places in order to be close to a new culture, to discover a new city.

Last book read ? A book about the history of Istanbul.
At age 16, you wanted to be: Happy

Whose diary would you most like to read? | would like to read all diaries. | think |
can learn from everything.

Whose notebook would you most like to read? | would like to see all notebooks. |
think | can learn from everything.

Why did you apply for being invited to la Biennale? Both travels and drawings

are my passion. And when | can join both of these passions, | try to do it. | am not an expert

on notebooks but | am really eager to go to Clermont-Ferrand in order to know the “big” Euro-
pean drawer of notebooks and to exchange experiences with them.

What will you exhibit in la Biennale? | will mainly exhibit illustrations from my book
“Ciudades de papel”.

What can we !'nd here: http://www.davidpintor.blogspot.com ?  This is my
blog, | put my work: collaborations with magazines, children book, etc.

And here: http://www.davidpintor.com ? You can find: illustrations and caricatu-
res.

Do you know the city of Clermont-Ferrand or France? | have never been in
Clermont-Ferrand but | know Paris and “la Cote d’Azur”.

Can you say a few words in French (if you can...write us something) ?paris,
je taime

A few words to conclude _
(what’'s going on in your head right now "):
See you in Clermont-Ferrand.




Giancarlo H1prandi

Where were you born?In Milano

Where do you live?In Milano

What is your job? Graphic Designer
Favorite place to draw?. My country house
‘y i, Favorite place to go on holidays? The Desert

Last book read? Gillo Dorfles. Elogio della disarmo-
nia (A tribute to disharmony)

At age 16, you wanted to be : A doctor

Whose diary would you most like to read ? Michel-
le Obama

Whose notebook would you most like to read ?
Arch. Renzo Piano

Why did you apply for being invited to la Biennale? Many good friends
How did you know la Biennale? From a magazine

What will you exhibit in la Biennale ? Self edited carnets

What do you think of Clermont-Ferrand ? Very interesting

What can you say in French? Bonjour and something more

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or French people?la grandeur”

A few words to conclude (what's going on in your head right now !): Hope the weather
stays good

Giovanni COCCO

Where were you born? Where
do you live?

| was born in Venice “...when the
world was stillinwar...” and now | live
in an old Mill (which stopped to work
after the terrible sea-flood in 1966) .
over the river “Dese”, not too far from | L
the venetian lagoon border. Ty ¢

What is your job? i
| am a professional engineer, with my RoX =
office inside the Mill where | live.. : X '



Favorite place to draw?

| like to draw any place | am. | look at the people or at the landscape aroud me, and | let my
immagination wander | copy the following sentence | wrote for an “affiche” situated among my
drawings, at the last Biennale in Clermont Ferrand.

“En voyageant, lorsqu’on laisse la “fable” s’inlitrer parmi les
souvenirs, s’insinuer entre les connaissance et le réel, alors la
curiosité et 'imagination s’netremélent. Les sons deviennent
couleurs et vice-versa, les objets prennent vie, le jeu commen-
ce. C'est sur le | de ces émotions, subtiles et silencieuses, que
jaime m’arréter et dessiner sur mon carnet. ”

Favorite place to go on holidays?

Normally in summer | leave for a good lap with my sailboat.

Many years ago the Dalmatian coast, in these years the Aegean sea with its islands and the
Turkish coast. In winter | prefere to be in the middle of boundless deserts. The most remote
and isolated as possible.

Last book read?

Azar Nafisi: “Leggere Lolita a Teheran” ( Azar Nafisi has been an university professor in Tehe-
ran during the Khomeini revolution. In this autobiographical book she speaks about the dramatic
changes in her country, the terrible women situation and her effort to go on in her teaching).

At age 16, you wanted to be:

When | was 16 years old | had the opportunity to go in San Francisco (USA) as “poster desi-
gner”. But , above all for family reasons, | enrolled myself in Engineering University.l paid my
university expenses illustrating storybooks for children.

Whose diary would you most like to read?

Now I'd like to find diaries of explorers of the Middle East in the last eighteenth or nineteenth
century, like David Roberts or G.B.Belzoni, in Egypt. | already know something but | would like
to know more.

Whose notebook would you most like to read?

In all the “Carnets” | saw there in Clermont Ferrand or in the book-shops, | find a lot of things

to learn just to improve myself. There are many “Carnetists” | admire even if | do not remember
their names.But last year | saw, in a rush, a kind of “notebook” of Paul Klee., with drawings and
written texts.Now | would like to find it again or similar unusual “notebooks”

Why did you apply for being invited to the Biennale?
For curiosity ? To expose myself to the people opinion? To see if | can comunicate my emo-
tions with my drawings?

How did you know the Biennale ?

Accidentally in the winter 2007-2008.

| was in Gilf Kebir (a plateau in the south-west of Egypt) to see the last prehistorical paintings
discovered some years ago. | had my sketchbook with me, as my custom, where to draw. So-
mebody spoke me about the Biennale of Clermont Ferrand.l did know neither the Biennale nor
Clermont Ferrand.

But when | got home, | send you some copies of my drawings, made there, sat down in the
sand. And you accepted me.



What will you exibit in la Biennale ?

| will exibit some drawings made during a long trip in
Mongolia, last summer.

We arrived till the North-West border.There | was very
struk to meet that incredible population and to notice their
difficult life in those boudless landscapes.

What do you think of Clermont Ferrand ?

“Of Clermont Ferrand” or of the Biennale?

Clermont Ferrand is a nice city with a wonderfull cathe-
dral and a very beautifull surroundig areas. The people |
met in, were polite .... and in C.Ferrand it was possible
to eat and to drink very well!

The Biennale has been a fantastic surprise and expe-
rience. | never thougth it was such a think, so great and
important.As you know, | am working to try to carry , .
here in Venice, this event, with the help of the Director of -
the Accademia delle Belle Arti. | would like the Biennale
was known more here too.

LA
What can you say in French ?
“Tres peu” !
| have began to study French, for the first time in my life, some monthes ago, just thinking to
my presence at the Biennale, this year too.
During last Biennale, novembre 2008, | felt ashamed | couldn’t understand or speak with the
visitors, so that | hope, this year, to be a little more prepared.
This summer | came in France to speak a little in french and to visit “Vulcania”.
| went to Vulcania just to see my drawings exhibited for the “Prix Vulcania”, Edition 2009.
Drawings made in Maui (one of the Hawaiian islands) where | climbed inside the “caldera” of
its great volcan.

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or French people?
| have no one prejudice about France or French people. | have prejudice for nobody.
Whereas | appreciate your awareness of the importance of the public spirit.

A few words to conclude (what's going on in your head right now ?

At my tender age it is amusing to have the feeling of living two separate lives: the first with
my

“engineer” very rational half-mind, the second with the other half-mind wandering in the world
of the fairy tales. Even if the “fancy and creativity” are necessaries in both the cases.



Muhammeq I\/Iuheisen

Where were you born?1 was born in Jerusalem
Where do you live?1 live in Jerusalem as well
What is your job? Am a Journalist photographer

Favorite place to take pictures? Jerusalem'’s old city

Favorite photographer ? My favourite photographer Sebastiao Salgado

Favorite place to go on holidays? Paris

Last book read?Breaking News by Associated Press reporters and David Halberstam

At age 16, you wanted to become:At age 16 | wanted to become a photographer and | was
already taking pictures

Why did you apply for being invited to la Biennale? Actually | had no clue at the begging
what the festival is but | took the chance to follow it, and after checking | found out it's so
interesting and began getting more committed and exciting to have myself included and to be
part of it.

What will you exhibit in la Biennale? Regarding the material | want to exhibit simply a title
called «<Moments Inside the Middle East» it's a project | have been working on for a long time,
to show the life inside this region the opposite of the conflict and the conflict itself, and the
power of the people to make a change and have a life in between the conflict.

Do you know the city of Clermont-Ferrand
or France?

Actually | drove by Clermont-Ferrand and didn’t
have the chance to visit it, heard many beautiful
things about the city that's why | can’t wait to add
it into my favourite cities through my images.

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or
French people?I spent the last 4 years spen-
ding more than 70 days a year in France which
totally changed my old image of French peo-
ple, many things disappointed me while entering
the French society, the huge space between the
people, the individuality and the careless sense
for the public were the main issues that shocked
me as a person comes from the middle east, but
on the other hand, the discipline and regulations
are impressive.

A few words to conclude (what's going on in your head right now!):
What goes on my head right now honestly is how the festival will look like and am a low profile
shy person and | hope | had not to speak a lot in public that’s all.



Where are you born?

Favorite place to go on holidays?

Stuttgart, Germany

Where do you live?In the East End
of London

Why do you live in this country? It
IS a very interesting and vibrant city.
What is your job? | am an illustrator

Favorite place to draw?

| love to draw people | meet and places
| visit. My favourite place where | have
been drawing was probably a junkyard in
the Bronx, New York.

La France!

Last book read? «No country for old
men» by Cormack McCarthy. | actually
didn’'t read the book. | listened to the
audio version. One of the best things
about being an illustrator is that you can
listen to the radio or audio books while
you are working.

At age 16, you wanted to be: a
comic book artist.

Whose diary would you most
like to read? Adolf Hitler.

Why did you apply for being in-

vited to la Biennale? | didn't apply
to la biennale... | just got an email from
the organizer with an invitation. | am very
happy and excited about going to the
biennale... | am looking forward to see

what the colleagues in France are doing.

What will you exhibit in la Biennale?

| have been traveling in Iran earlier this year for about five weeks. At the moment | am
working on a large series documenting the places | went to and the people | met. So |
would love to exhibit these drawings at la biennale.

Do you know the city of Clermont-Ferrand? | have heard of it but | haven't
been there yet.

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or French people?
That they eat baguettes with cheese, drink wine and play boules all day long. If they don’t
do any of those mentioned they make love to each other.

A few words to conclude (what’s going on in your head right now"):
The weather is really good today and | would LOVE to go to the swimming pool right
now and swim a couple of laps but | have too much work going on and that | will even
need to work at the weekend... Just good that | love my job!



Where are you born?Ramallah- Palestine- West Bank
- Where do you live? Ramallah- Palestine- West Bank

- What is your job?

- Media & PR Manger at Apollo for Media Production.

- Music and Media Events Manger at Barenboim- Said Foundation.
- Radio Programme presenter.

- Film maker (free lancer)

Favorite place to take pictures ? Everywhere in Palestine
Favorite writer? Herbert Schiller

Last book read?Mind Managers (1972)

Favorite place to go on holidays? Italy - Rome

At age 16, you wanted to become: TV and Radio presenter and film maker

Whose notebook would you most like to read? Sure, for me, having this chance to be
there and to meet you, and the head of Biennale, the people working there hardly to prepare it,
the artist, all of them, this is the best thing for me, and | think it's a great opportunity to meet
them all and to be a part of that..

Why did you apply for being invited to la Biennale? To have the opportunity to present my
project” The Beautiful face of Palestine” to tell the world that we have a beautiful country, but
the media show the wrong things.. to show the beauty of our children..

What will you exhibit in la Biennale ? The first image you have when you say: “Palestine”
directly your mind will go deeply to imagine a war, killing everywhere, blood, guns, desert, roc-
kets, fire, this is the stereotype and the image about us, about Palestine, so | decided to say
“NO” by my exhibition. This exhibition will show the other face of Palestine, the real Palestine,
and the children who have the right to talk, to play, to dance, to tell the world that: “we have
a beautiful country, nice people, music, theatre, dance... We are human and we have the right
to live...

- One of the document | will put in my exhibition is an article | have wrote about Gaza, so you
can find it attached and read it..

- I'll exhibit photos of the Palestinian children, from the refugee camps, the villages and the
cities, and screen movies about the life in Palestine, and articles..

Do you know the city of Clermont-Ferrand or France? No. | never have been there.

Can you tell me a prejudice about France or French people?l liked this question, but do
you want me to say good or bad things, or both ..

Ok, look, the first European friends for me were and still the French.. in 2003 myself and other
musician Palestinian started a music project in Palestine, called Al Kamandjati, now is very fa-
mous project here, to teach children from the Refugee camps, and he was studying in Angers
in France, so when he came back in 2003, he came back with French musicians volunteers
to make music workshops everywhere, so we started to work together for one month, and was
the best time for me with them, and in 2004 and 2005 the same, and after all that from time

to time we started to have a real friend relationships from France, and they saw how friendly
we are and how | love all of them, and how we welcomed them.

and | went many times to France and they welcomed me very very well.
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A few words to conclude (what's going on in
your head right now!): Wow, this is a hard
and good question, Thinking about my new arti-
cle about which topic.. About “ The Oud Player”
or “The Human in the world and the mind Man-
gers”..

http://www.biennale-carnetdevoyage.com/IMG/pdf/Programme_biennale2009.pdf
http://www.biennale-carnetdevoyage.com/IMG/jpg/affiche2009.jpg

You can send it to all your friends.
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